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Demarcated but Unstable and Unmarked National Park

Boundaries: Case Study of China’s Scenic Areas

X8 & TEE BEE

(7 =]
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Abstract: Both academic researchers and professional planners cherish the natural and cultural
heritage values embodied in Chinese national parks. In fact, such values have been systematically and
quantitatively evaluated in the process of developing the master plans of 165 Chinese national parks
under the guidance of a national standard. The evaluation results confirm the outstanding universal
values recognized by international communities. This research indicates that most of the park resources
are located in administratively marginalized regions, where the diverse nature and diversified land uses
render the demarcation of park boundaries difficult and give rise to multiple challenges. In planning,
idealized oval-shaped clustering park boundaries form only a small part because of the existence
of irregular oval-belt shapes, belt shapes, and several small protected-area park boundary shapes.
Eventually, demarcated boundaries have been proven to be unstable and cannot be marked clearly on a
map. These particular phenomena result mainly from the unigue human-land relationship patterns that
characterize Chinese national parks.

[ %6#ia )
REEMEE; SR fEah; DRUE; BFRENSSAHE; ERENSIHE

Keywords: Scenic and Historic Resources; Resource Evaluation; Spatial Distribution; Boundary

Demarcation; Close-To-Border Parks; Cross—-Border Parks
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